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Executive Summary 

 
Environmental Consulting Services Pty Ltd (ECS) was engaged by Scenic 
NSW Pty Ltd to undertake a preliminary environmental site assessment of the 
property known as 64 Bathurst Street in Liverpool.  This preliminary 
environmental assessment is being undertaken prior to development of the 
Site that includes commercial and residential with basement car parking. 
 
The purpose of this assessment was to evaluate the potential for 
contamination resulting from past Site activities and draw conclusions 
regarding the suitability of the Site for the proposed development.  The scope 
of work undertaken to meet this objective included the review readily available 
records relating to the history of the Site and a Site inspection. 
 
The history of the Site indicates that the land appears to have been used for 
car parking and residential purposes in the recent past.  There is no indication 
of industrial activities on the Site or neighbouring properties that could result 
in land contamination. 
  
The Site is considered suitable for the proposed development.  There is no 
indication of activities that could result in contamination that requires 
remediation. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Environmental Consulting Services Pty Ltd (ECS) was engaged by Scenic 
NSW Pty Ltd to undertake a preliminary environmental site assessment of the 
property known as 64 Bathurst Street in Liverpool (the Site).  
 
This preliminary environmental assessment is being undertaken prior to 
development of the Site.  It is understood that the proposed development will 
be for mixed use including commercial and residential with basement car 
parking. The proposed development plan can be found in Appendix 1. 
 
The purpose of this assessment was to evaluate the potential for 
contamination resulting from past Site activities and draw conclusions 
regarding the suitability of the Site for the proposed development.  This 
assessment has been conducted with consideration of the State 
Environmental Planning Policy No. 55 - Remediation of Land (SEPP 55) and 
New South Wales Environment Protection Authority (EPA) guidelines. 
 
 
2.0 BACKGROUND 
 
This preliminary environmental assessment has been undertaken to evaluate 
Site conditions based on available data following Environment Protection 
Authority guidelines.   
 
 
2.1 Scope of Work 
 
The objective of the environmental assessment was to evaluate the potential 
for Site for contamination resulting from past activities. The scope of work 
undertaken to meet this objective included the following: 
 

• Review readily available records relating to the history of the Site 
including Council records, aerial photographs and published historical 
records; 

• Conduct a Site inspection; and 
• Preparation of a detailed assessment report and evaluate the suitability 

of the Site for the proposed development.  
 
 
2.2 Site Identification 
 
The property is known as 64 Bathurst Street in Liverpool and has a total area 
of approximately 1330m2 and is described as: 
 

• Part Lot 10 on DP 816556. 
 
The location of 64 Bathurst Street is presented on Figure 1 - Location Plan 
(Six Maps).  
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Figure 1 - Site Location Plan 
 

  
 
 
2.3 Site Description 
 
The existing property is irregular in shape but approximately square and is 
bounded: 
 

• To the east by Huckstepp Laneway and a commercial building; 
• To the south by a bitumen paved car parking area and commercial 

developments; 
• To the west by Bathurst Street with high density residential 

developments across Bathurst Street; and 
• To the north by a commercial developments and Moore Street. 

 
The Site is bitumen paved with a small concrete slab on the eastern side and 
is used for car parking.  There is a chain wire perimeter fence but no 
improvements on the property. 
 
The Site is relatively level with only a very gentle slope to the south east 
following the natural ground surface.  Stormwater drainage from the Site is 
anticipated to drain to Huckstepp Laneway and eventually discharge into the 
Georges River.   
 
An aerial photograph of the Site is presented in Figure 2 - Aerial Photo (Six 
Maps). 
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Figure 2 - Aerial Photograph 
 

 
 
 
2.4 Regional Geology and Hydrogeology 
 
The regional geology has been described in the 1:100 000 Penrith geological 
map (Geological Series Sheet 9030, Edition 1, 1991) as consisting of Triassic 
Age shale of the Wianamatta Group comprising of dark grey to black 
claystone, siltstone and fine sandstone-siltstone.  This shale typically 
weathers to grey and red/brown clay. 
 
The Liverpool Local Environmental Plan (2008) indicates that the Site is not 
within a classified acid sulfate soil area.  The maps within the Local 
Environmental Plan classify the area to the east of Northumberland Street 
(approximately 100m east of the Site) as Class 5 and the sediments along the 
Georges River (500m to the east of the Site) as Class 1 acid sulfate soils. 
 
Review of NSW Department of Primary Industries –Water database (NSW 
Allwater Data) indicated there are no groundwater wells within 500 metres of 
the Site.  There are some groundwater wells located approximately 1km to the 
east of the Site, seven across the Georges River and one on the northern 
side.  There are also 3 wells approximately 1km to the northwest across 
Brickmakers Creek.  A copy of the groundwater bore search is presented in 
Figure 3. 
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Figure 3 – Groundwater Bore Location Plan 
 

 
 
 
2.5 Data Quality Objectives 
 
The Data Quality Objective (DQO) process is a systematic, seven-step 
process that defines the criteria an investigation should satisfy including; the 
type, quantity and quality of data required to support decisions relating to the 
investigation.  DQOs for this investigation have been developed based on the 
seven step approach in accordance with Appendix IV of the NSW DEC 
Guidelines for the NSW Site Auditor Scheme (2nd Edition), 2006. The 
guidelines incorporate field quality control and laboratory analysis, methods 
and information on laboratory quality control data and validate the field and 
analytical data for this investigation. The DQOs are presented in detail in the 
following sections. 
 
Step 1 - State the Problem 
 
The assessment for potential contamination should be undertaken in general 
accordance with the NSW EPA Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on 
Contaminated Sites 1997. This requires a review of historical Site usage to 
evaluate the potential for the former uses to result in contamination that 
represents a risk to human health or the environment and then, where there is 
the potential for impact, an intrusive investigations should be undertaken.  The 
assessment of risk should also where possible, consider the future land use. 
 
Step 2 - Identify the Decisions 
 
The assessment for contamination from past land use is based on a historical 
review and testing of imported fill material. The decisions associated with this 
assessment include: 
 

• Does the history indicate activities that are likely to result in Site 
contamination; and 

• Is the Site suitable for the proposed development? 
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Step 3 - Identify Inputs to the Decision 
 
The inputs required to make the identified decisions include: 
 

• Data regarding regional and local conditions including historical 
information about Site use. 

 
Step 4 - Define the Study Boundary 
 
The boundaries for this assessment have been identified as follows: 
 

• Spatial boundaries - the Site area 
 
Step 5 - Develop a Decision Rule 
 
The decision rules for this investigation are: 
 

• If the history indicates the potential for contamination, would such 
contamination represent a risk for the proposed development?   
 

If there is the potential for contamination that represents a risk to human 
health or the environment for the proposed development then further 
assessment or remediation is required. 
 
Step 6 - Specify Limits on Decision Errors 
 
The acceptable limits on decision errors to be applied in this assessment and 
the manner of addressing possible decision errors are limited to the 
completeness of historical records and Site observations. 
 
Step 7 - Optimise the Design for Obtaining Data 
 
The data sources for this assessment are historic records that have been 
maintained and that are readily available.  
 
 
3.0 HISTORY REVIEW 
 
European settlement of the area dates from 1810 when Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie founded Liverpool as an agricultural centre.  Liverpool is located at 
the head of navigation of the Georges River and with development of the 
Great Southern Railway from Sydney to Melbourne, in the late 1850’s, 
Liverpool became a major agricultural and transportation centre as the land in 
the district was very productive. 
 
Liverpool was a satellite town of Sydney until the 1950’s with an agricultural 
economy based on poultry farming and market gardening.  Since this time 
residential development has resulted in Liverpool becoming an outer suburb 
of metropolitan Sydney.  
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3.1 Title and Occupation Records 
 
A search of the Certificate of Title for the Site was undertaken to evaluate the 
potential occupiers of the Site.  The Title tree for the Site is presented on 
Table 1 and the search records included in Appendix 2. 
 
The Certificate of Title shows that the Site was historically part of several 
other property that included land to the east.  The Site appears to have been 
owned by a variety of individuals from at least 1919 to 1987 with the exception 
of some periods between 1970 to 1985, 1992 to 1995 and 1997 to 2017, 
where the Site was under different business entities. In 2015, the Site was 
transferred to Scenic NSW Pty Ltd, who retains ownership. 
 
The operations of the companies (where available) have been reviewed to 
identify possible land uses and include:  
 

• Scenic NSW Pty Ltd – Development and holding company; 
• Australian Safeway Stores Pty Ltd – possibly parking associated with 

supermarket and grocery stores; 
• Inghams Enterprises Pty Ltd – administration centre for the Inghams  

products; and 
• Inghams Property Management Pty Ltd - Holding company for 

Inghams.  
 
There is no apparent link with ownership of the Site and any historical 
commercial or industrial land use that would indicate a significant potential for 
land contamination.   
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Table 1 – Title Tree 
 
Lot 10 in DP 816556  
2015-Current  Scenic NSW Pty Ltd  
1997-2015  Inghams Property Management Pty Ltd  
1995-1997  Robert Walter Ingham / John Richard Hexton  
1992-1995  Robert Walter Ingham/John Richard Hexton as Trustees for 

Inghams Enterprises Pty Ltd  
Prior title: 103/794351  
1990-1992  Robert Walter Ingham / John Richard Hexton  
1990-1990  Inghams Enterprises Pty Ltd  
1990-1990  Lidovolle Pty Ltd/ Domenic Furfaro/ Angela Furfaro/ Antonio 

Furfaro/ Caemela Furfaro/ Roy Mellino/ Angela Mellino  
Prior title: 9/17720  
1989-1990  Lidovolle Pty Ltd/ Domenic Furfaro/ Angela Furfaro/ Antonio 

Furfaro/ Caemela Furfaro/ Roy Mellino/ Angela Mellino  
1988-1989  Rocco Furfaro/ Caterina Furfaro/ Camelo Furfaro  
Prior title: Vol.7353, Fol.47  
1976-1988  Kathleen Kelly  
1963-1976  John Malcalm Joseph/ Kathleen Kelly  
1957-1963  Otto Woodward  
Prior title: Vol.6141, Fol.11  
1950-1957  Emmie Laura Woodward  
Prior title: Vol.4771, Fol.235  
1950-1950  Edward William  
1936-1950  Emmie Laura Woodward  
Prior title: Vol.2991, Fol.243  
1936-1936  Emmie Laura Woodward  
1936-1936  Mary Elizabeth Wilcoxon  
1936-1936  Annie Wilcoxon  
1919-1933  Thomas Sydney Wilcoxon  
Prior title: 102/746345  
1987-1990  Inghams Enterprises Pty Ltd  
1987-1987  Lidovolle Pty Ltd/ Domenic Furfaro/ Angela Furfaro/ Antonio 

Furfaro/ Caemela Furfaro/ Roy Mellino/ Angela Mellino  
Prior title: Vol.13153, Fol.172  
1985-1987  Lidovolle Pty Ltd/ Domenic Furfaro/ Angela Furfaro/ Antonio 

Furfaro/ Caemela Furfaro/ Roy Mellino/ Angela Mellino  
1976-1985  Australian Safeway Stores Pty Ltd  
Prior title: Vol.11688, Fol.12  
1970-1976  Australian Safeway Stores Pty Ltd  
Prior title: Vol.5024, Fol.76  
1957-1970  Luice Alice Mairiane Kay  
1956-1957  James Thomas Kay  
1947-1956  Keith Crannon Wilcoxon  
Prior title: Vol.4771, Fol.233  
1936-1947  Annie Wilcoxon  
Prior title: Vol.2991, Fol.243  
1936-1936  Emmie Laura Woodward  
1936-1936  Mary Elizabeth Wilcoxon  
1933-1936  Annie Wilcoxon  
1919-1933  Thomas Sydney Wilcoxon  
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3.2 Aerial Photographs 
 
Aerial photographs dating back to 1930 were reviewed to evaluate 
development on the Site.  The Site features observed on the aerial 
photographs are summarised on Table 2 below.  Copies of the aerial 
photographs from 1930, 1943, 1961, 1986 and 1998 are included in Appendix 
3.  
 
Table 2 – Aerial Photograph Summary 
 
Year  Site  Surrounding areas  
1930  The Site is vacant and 

appears to be covered with 
grass.  

N: Vacant land  
S: Low density residential development 
E: Vacant land  
W: Road then vacant land  

1943  Three detached residential 
dwellings with sheds/garages 
in the rear garden areas.  

N: Low density residential development 
S: Low density residential development 
E: Vacant land  
W: Road then low density residential  

1961  The site lay out appeared to 
be similar to that observed in 
the 1943 aerial photograph.  

N: Low density residential development 
S: Low density residential development 
E: Low density residential development 
W: Road then low density residential development 

1986  The previous dwellings have 
been demolished and a car 
park now occupies the site.  

N: Commercial buildings  
S: Open space possibly car park  
E: A commercial building  
W: Road then low density residential  

1998  The site lay out appeared to 
be similar to that observed in 
the 1986 and consistent with 
current conditions.  

N: Commercial buildings  
S: Open space possibly car park 
E: A commercial building  
W: Road then medium density residential  

  
 
3.3 EPA Records  
 
The NSW EPA maintains records of contaminated sites under Section 58 of 
the Contaminated Land Management (CLM) Act 1997. The notices relate to 
land contamination including investigation and/or remediation of site 
contamination that is considered to pose a significant risk of harm under the 
definition in the CLM Act.  
 
A search of the EPA database revealed that the subject Site and surrounding 
properties are not listed on the database. 
 
The history of the Site and the aerial photographs indicate that the land 
appears to have been used for car parking and residential purposes in the 
recent past.  There is no indication of industrial activities on the Site or 
neighbouring properties that could result in land contamination. 
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3.4 Section 149 Certificate  
 
The Planning Certificate – Section 149 (2) of the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act 1979 for the Site (which also includes 203-209 
Northumberland Street) was reviewed.  This Planning Certificate indicted that 
the land is not noted as being Contaminated Land.  A copy of the Planning 
Certificate is included in Appendix 4. 
 
 
4.0 SITE INSPECTION 
 
A Site inspection was conducted on September 2017.  It was noted during this 
Site is predominantly paved with bitumen and that there is a perimeter fence.  
There is a small area of concrete pavement near the eastern boundary. A 
photograph looking from the north east corner towards the south west corner 
is presented in Figure 4. 
 
Figure 4 – Site Photograph 
 

 
 
There was no indication that significant filling had been undertaken on the Site 
of the neighbouring properties.  
 
 
5.0 POTENTIAL FOR SITE CONTAMINATION 
 
State Environment Planning Policy 55 - Remediation of Land includes a list of 
activities that may cause contamination (Managing Land Contamination 
Planning Guidelines – SEPP 55 - Remediation of Land) which include: 
 

• acid/alkali plant and formulation 
• agricultural/horticultural activities 
• airports 
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• asbestos production and disposal 
• chemicals manufacture and formulation 
• defence works 
• drum re-conditioning works 
• dry cleaning establishments 
• electrical manufacturing (transformers) 
• electroplating and heat treatment premises 
• engine works 
• explosives industry 
• gas works 
• iron and steel works 
• landfill sites 
• metal treatment 
• mining and extractive industries 
• oil production and storage 
• paint formulation and manufacture 
• pesticide manufacture and formulation 
• power stations 
• railway yards 
• scrap yards 
• service stations 
• sheep and cattle dips 
• smelting and refining 
• tanning and associated trades 
• waste storage and treatment 
• wood preservation 

 
There is no evidence that activities on this list have been conducted on the 
Site.  The past uses of the Site indicates that there is a low potential for land 
contamination.      
 
 
6.0 DISCUSSION 
 
The history of the Site has no indicated activities considered likely to result in 
land contamination and there are no potential areas of environmental concern 
that need additional consideration. 
 
A Conceptual Site Model (CSM) has been developed for this Site and is 
presented in Table 3. 
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Table 3 - Conceptual Site Model 
 
Activity Potential for 

contamination 
Potential Risk for this 
Site/development 

Management Requirements 

Residential 
use 

Very low Very low Nil – Residential land use is not 
considered likely to result in 
contamination that would 
represent a risk for the proposed 
development. 

Demolition of 
houses 

Low Low Nil - There is no indication of 
residual fill/demolition waste at the 
Site and the proposed 
development will result in 
excavation for a basement car 
park. 

Car Parking Very low Very low Nil – The Site has been paved and 
used for car parking.  Minor fuel or 
oil leaks are likely to have been 
washed to stormwater.  However 
development will result in 
excavation for a basement car 
park. 

 
 
7.0 CONCLUSION 
 
The Site is currently used for as a car park and was formerly used for 
residential purposes.  It is noted that there is the potential for minor fill 
resulting from the demolition of the former houses to be encountered beneath 
the existing pavements.  However, the proposed development will require 
excavation for a five level basement.  Such excavation will remove any 
remnant demolition material. 
 
The use of the Site for car parking is not considered to be a source of 
consistent, ongoing contamination.  There is the potential for minor leaks from 
vehicles which are likely to be washed into stormwater drains around the Site.  
Notwithstanding the very low likelihood for contamination from car parking, 
excavation for the basement will remove surface material to approximately 8m 
depth, across the Site. 
 
The Site is considered suitable for the proposed development.  There is no 
indication of activities that could result in contamination that requires 
remediation. 
 
Excavation for the proposed basement will remove the existing Site pavement 
and surface soils to approximately 8m depth.  The excavated material should 
be classified and disposed of in accordance with EPA regulations and 
guidelines. 
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH – 1930 
 

 
 
 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS – 1943 
 

 
 



AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS – 1961 
 

 
 
 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS – 1986 
 

 
 
 



AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS – 1998 
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